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Today: 

Partly sunny, windy.  
High of 52.
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On this day in 1950, Pearson’s 
Book Store at 35 State St. heralded 
Children’s Book Week in this paper 
in its ad for books for the “very 
small child.” “The Tale of Peter 
Rabbit” cost 60 cents, as did “The 
Little Red Hen” and “The Ginger-
bread Boy.”

 
— The Museum of Old Newbury
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COVID-19 CASE COUNT
  WORLDWIDE

Cases confirmed.................. 54,296,615
Deaths .........................................1,315,881

  UNITED STATES
Cases confirmed................... 11,022,584
Deaths ........................................... 246,101

  MASSACHUSETTS
Cases confirmed........................ 182,544
Deaths ............................................ 10,329

  NEW HAMPSHIRE
Cases confirmed............................14,671
Deaths .................................................499
Statistics source: Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Tracking COVID 19 Dashboard 
(Sunday, Nov. 15, 7:00 p.m.);  Mass. 
Department of Public Health; N.H. 
Department of Health and Human 

NEWBURYPORT — A vir-
tual lecture  scheduled for 
next month, focusing on the 
friendship between William 
Lloyd Garrison and Harriet 
Tubman, follows a sum-
mer of  Black Lives Matter 
demonstrations across the 
country and calls for people 
to look at their community’s 
relationship with race and 
inequality. 

Garrison,  a famed abo-
litionist  who started the 

anti-slavery newspaper The 
Liberator in 1831, was born 
in Newburyport on Dec. 10, 
1805. The house at 3-5 School 
St. where he was born has 
been a subject of debate over 
the past year as the current 
owners have renovated the 
building, hoping to  bring 
back  the home’s original 
exterior. 

While some residents 
believe the city should have 
purchased the house for a 
museum, they have also 
used this as an opportunity 
to educate others about 

Garrison’s legacy. 
When she heard about 

the renovations to Garri-
son’s house earlier this year, 
Patricia Peknik, vice chair of 
the city’s Historical Commis-
sion and associate professor 
of American history at Berk-
lee College of Music, said 
she started thinking about 
how to put together a lecture 
about Garrison.

O v e r  t h e  s u m m e r, 
Peknik consulted with Kate 
Clifford Larson, a women’s 
studies research scholar 
at Brandeis University and 

author of “Bound for the 
Promised Land: Harriet Tub-
man, Portrait of an American 
Hero.” Larson saw an oppor-
tunity to combine a Garrison 
lecture with a conversation 
about women’s rights.

She thought this type of 
lecture would be relevant 
given that this year marks 
the 100th anniversary of 
the 19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, granting 
women the right to vote. 

Larson, who served as 
the consulting historian 

Lecture to focus on friendship between Garrison, Tubman
BY HEATHER ALTERISIO

halterisio@newburyportnews.com

Courtesy photo/WBUR
Author Kate Clifford Larson 
will be the featured speaker 
for an online program about 
William Lloyd Garrison and 
Harriet Tubman on Dec. 12. See LECTURE, Page 2

BOSTON — For years, the state has been 
quietly stashing away hundreds of millions 
of dollars in reserve funds to brace for an 
economic downturn.

Now, Beacon Hill leaders are looking to 
dip deep into that $3.5 billion “rainy day” 
fund to plug revenue shortfalls in a pan-
demic-ravaged budget.

Gov. Charlie Baker’s $45.5 billion budget 
plan calls for drawing down the reserves by 
about $1.35 billion.

A House version of the budget calls for a 
$1.55 billion withdrawal. The Senate’s bud-
get, rolled out Thursday, would authorize a 
$1.5 billion drawdown.

Legislative leaders say tapping reserves 
would help to balance the budget and forgo 
the need for wholesale tax hikes.

“We’ve spent years, through a lot of fis-
cal discipline, building up a healthy reserve 
fund,” Sen. Michael Rodrigues, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 
told reporters. “It is raining out, literally 
and figuratively, and now is the time to use 
those funds.”

The state expects a steep drop in tax rev-
enues in its current fiscal year, between $3 
billion and $6 billion, due to a virus-related 
downturn.

Most economists are supportive of tap-
ping the reserve fund, noting it is meant for 
emergencies.

“It’s entirely legitimate to draw down on 
those funds, partially, to get through this 
crisis,” said David Tuerck, president of the 
conservative Beacon Hill Institute, which 

STATE  
WILL TAP 

‘RAINY DAY’ 
FUND

Lawmakers looking 
to deal with shortfalls

BY CHRISTIAN M. WADE

cwade@cnhi.com.

Greater Newburyport commu-
nities continue to see a steady 
rise in COVID-19 cases, mirroring 
trends across Massachusetts and 
the country as the pandemic rolls 
into the cold-weather months.

Newburyport has recorded 229 
positive cases since March, with 
51 counted in the previous 14 
days as of Thursday, according 
to the latest weekly report from 
the state Department of Public 
Health.

The city’s rate continued to 
climb since the previous week, 

when 220 total cases were 
reported.

In late October, Newburyport 
was designated as a “red” or “high 
risk” community, but was reduced 
to “yellow” or “moderate risk” Nov. 
6 after the state revised its metrics 
for calculating those risk levels.

Now, communities with 10,000 
to 50,000 residents are declared 
“red” when they have at least 
10 average cases per 100,000 
people and a positive test rate 
of at least 5%.

Newburyport’s daily incidence 
rate per 100,000 people is 20.5 for 
the 14-day period and its positiv-
ity rate is 2.65%, according to the 

report Thursday.
Overall, the city is seeing 

a “higher” change in percent 
positivity.

In neighboring Salisbury, the 
town has been elevated to a mod-
erate risk level, with 19 active 
cases in the two-week period for 
an average daily incidence rate of 
15.3 per 100,000 people.

Communities with a popula-
tion of under 10,000 are given a 
“yellow” status when they have 
more than 15 active cases. Salis-
bury has had 109 cases total and 
a 3.57% positivity rate, according 
to the report.

Region seeing rise in  
COVID-19 cases

BY JACK SHEA

jshea@newburyportnews.com

 MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
Boats are stored on stilts for the season at Windward Yacht Yard on Merrimac Street in Newburyport. 
The forecast for the week ahead calls for cool weather with temperatures in the mid-30s to low 50s.

READY FOR WINTER

NEWBURYPORT — The 
Zoning Board of Appeals is 
considering a special per-
mit to allow the owners of a 
19th century Harrison Street 
home to resume construction 
after they illegally demol-
ished much of the building 
this summer.

An attorney for the own-
ers said they didn’t plan 
to do that, but it became a 
“no-brainer” after extensive 
damage to the structural 
integrity of the house was 
uncovered by contractors.

In August, the city ordered 
the owners of 12-14 Harri-
son St. to stop work on the 
house after what the zoning 
enforcement officer called an 
“egregious violation” of zon-
ing approvals and building 
permits.

The home was bought 

by Michael J. and Tracy 
R. Gray in December for 
$799,900, according to deed 
records. On May 26, the zon-
ing board granted the Grays 
special permits to convert 
the former two-family house 
into a single-family home 
and to replace “the gambrel 
roof line and ell at rear at a 
higher elevation.”

The city assessor’s website 
lists the house as being built 
in 1850, but that year is com-
monly used as a default in 
city records.

David Mack, an attorney 
representing Michael Gray, 
explained during a zoning 
board meeting Tuesday that 
the project included revert-
ing the building to a one-fam-
ily house, raising the roof by 
18 inches, restoring part of 
the original gambrel gable 
elevation, replacing the 
vinyl siding with clapboard, 

Owners seeking permit to continue project
BY JACK SHEA

jshea@newburyportnews.com

RYAN MCBRIDE/Staff photo
A home on Harrison Street in Newburyport is boarded up. The home is considered historic 
but was gutted by the new owners in violation of city regulations. The Zoning Board of 
Appeals is considering a request for a special permit.See PERMIT, Page 2

See COVID-19, Page 2 See ‘RAINY DAY’, Page 2
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BOSTON — Massachusetts 
has been a pipeline for White 
House jobs under numerous 
presidents, but Bay State 
politicians from both parties 
have mostly been given the 
cold shoulder in the past four 
years.

That’s likely to change 
under President-elect Joe 
Biden’s administration, long-
time political observers say, 
which is expected to draw 
upon the state’s political tal-
ent to fill Cabinet posts and 
other top jobs in the federal 
government.

Topping the list of potential 
nominees is Sen. Elizabeth 

Warren, D-Cambridge, who is 
being pushed by progressives 
to lead the Treasury Depart-
ment. Boston Mayor Marty 
Walsh, a Democrat, has been 
mentioned as a candidate for 
labor secretary, according to 
published reports.

“Massachusetts is full of 
very talented and highly 
educated and politically 
experienced Democrats,” 
said Tufts University politi-
cal science professor Jef-
frey Berry. “So I fully expect 
that Biden will tap some of 
these individuals to join his 
administration.”

Attorney General Maura 
Healey, a Democrat and 
fierce critic of the Trump 
administration, might be a 

good candidate for attorney 
general, he said.

“But there’s a lot of compe-
tition for that job, and Biden 
may also want someone who 
has Washington experience,” 
Berry said.

Meanwhile, Rep. Joe Ken-
nedy, a Newton Democrat 
now embroiled in a scan-
dal over misspent cam-
paign money after losing a 
bruising primary challenge 
to Sen. Ed Markey in Sep-
tember, could be looking for 
political redemption.

“He’s an energetic and 
bright young man, and I 
think the Biden administra-
tion might have an interest in 
sustaining his career,” Berry 
said. “And before he could 

run for office in a second act, 
so to speak, he needs to do 
something else.”

Longtime observers sug-
gest former U.S. senator 
and Secretary of State John 
Kerry could be in the offing 
for a Biden administration 
job.

“When you consider the 
fact that Kerry was the first 
major Democrat in the state 
to endorse Biden, I think 
he’s a first among equals,” 
said Phil Johnston, a for-
mer chairman of the state 
Democratic Party. “I’d look 
for his name, either in a 
Cabinet-level job or advis-
ing the White House on 
national security.”

T h e r e ’ s  e v e n  b e e n 

speculation that Gov. Charlie 
Baker, a moderate Republi-
can who has been critical of 
Trump, is being eyed for a 
Cabinet position.

Presidents tend to fill cab-
inets and other top posts 
with people from their own 
political party, but Massa-
chusetts has a long history 
of sending both Demo-
crats and Republicans to 
Washington.

President Bill Clinton 
reached across the aisle in 
1997 to tap Massachusetts 
Gov. Bill Weld to be ambas-
sador to Mexico, even though 
the confirmation was ulti-
mately blocked in the U.S. 
Senate.

President George W. Bush 

picked Michael Sullivan, the 
U.S. attorney in Boston, to 
head the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms.

President Barack Obama 
picked Kerry to lead the 
State Department.

But Republican President 
Donald Trump has had little 
use for the state’s political 
talent, many of whom have 
been critical of his rhetoric 
and policies.

“The tradition goes back 
a long way,” Johnston 
said. “But it’s clearly been 
interrupted.”

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. 

Biden may pick state leaders for Cabinet
BY CHRISTIAN M. WADE 

cwade@cnhi.com

BRYAN EATON/Staff file photo
Part of this 19th century home at 12-14 Harrison St. in Newburyport was demolished this 
summer in violation of city regulations. This photo was taken in August.

and removing the exterior 
staircase on the back of the 
house — all while maintain-
ing the building’s footprint.

“They didn’t expect to 
have to take down any of 
the exterior framing, nor 
did they want to,” Mack 
said, adding that “all of the 
interior work was allowed as 
of right.”

But when the contractor 
peeled back the wallboard, 
he noticed “a ton of damage” 
from flooding  and fire to 
the framing, which “wasn’t 
the original framing” and 
showed poor workmanship 
as well, Mack said.

“It was a no-brainer from 
a construction and struc-
tural standpoint that it had 
to come out,” Mack said. 
“It was not the original 
framing, it did not appear 
to have historical signifi-
cance, and it was in really 
bad shape.”

The contractor  then 
removed much of the old 
framing, violating the city’s 
zoning code that states 
removal of 25% or more of a 
building’s walls requires a 
demolition permit.

In August, a zoning vio-
lation was issued and the 
project was brought to a 
halt, with a three-year mor-
atorium on construction 
imposed. 

Now, Mack explained, the 

owners are seeking a special 
permit to not only continue 
work on the project, but also 
to remove the rest of the 
building’s old framing. 

Mack said he believes com-
pleting the project  would 
“substantially improve” the 
neighborhood, rather than 
have the home sit idle for 
three years.

Some residents, includ-
ing Tom Kolterjahn, co-pres-
ident for the Newburyport 
Preservation Trust, have 
opposed the special per-
mit application, calling on 
the city to be firm and not 
let the homeowners’ error 
slide.

On Tuesday, Kolterjahn 
called the incident a “stun-
ning instance of demolition 
caught by the city” and said 
the delay for building per-
mits should continue.

“If the owners are allowed 
to simply proceed, then more 
demolitions will surely fol-
low,” he said.

Kolterjahn said the trust 
“strongly opposes” the spe-
cial permit and took issue 
with the applicant’s submit-
ted report. 

“The submitted photos in 
support of demolition give 
a lopsided view of the situ-
ation and are far from con-
clusive,” he said. “Several 
of the photos clearly shows 
what looks like viable heavy 
framing that could have been 
saved in place.”

Meanwhile, neighbors 
supported the special 

permit, agreeing with each 
other  that allowing the 
project to continue would 
improve the neighborhood.

Harrison Street resident 
Josh Weiss  said  extend-
ing the moratorium – which 
means the work cannot pro-
ceed – would “greatly and 
adversely affect” neighbors.

“This structure is being 
substantially improved from 
what I can see ... . While I 
understand there has been 
some egregious removal of 
interior framing, I cannot 
understand how this could 
be equated with the demo-
lition of a historic house,” 
Weiss said, adding that it 
was “completely unjustified” 
to allow this to drag on for 
three years.

Harrison Street resident 
Mary Jane Clavin also spoke 
in support of the special 
permit.

“Making this a longer and 
drawn-out process so that 
there is a consequence for 
someone in the future does 
seem out of balance with 
what has gone on at 12 Har-
rison St. and what could 
potentially happen in the 
future,” Clavin said.

Chair Rob Ciampitti said 
the board will wait for the 
Historical Commission to 
complete its report on the 
project before it makes any 
decisions  on the special 
permit.

The zoning board contin-
ued the matter to its meeting 
Dec. 8.

for the 2019 film “Harriet,” 
has designed a presenta-
tion specifically about Gar-
rison’s relationship with 
Tubman. Peknik said Larson 
is a “dynamic speaker” who 
will delve deep into the lega-
cies of these two historical 
figures.

Garrison, who met  the 
Underground Rai lroad 
conductor while she was a 
fugitive from the law in the 
mid-1850s, gave Tubman her 
nickname “Moses, the Lib-
erator.” Together, their work 
lives on through  ongoing 
women’s rights and voting 
rights campaigns, anti-rac-
ism efforts, equal pay ini-
tiatives and social justice 
movements.

The lecture, which take 
places Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. on 
Zoom, was funded by the Next 
Generation Preservation-
ists, a group of Newburyport 
High School interns through 
the Newburyport Preserva-
tion Trust. It is sponsored by 
the Next Generation Pres-
ervationists and The Daily 
News, and presented by the 
Newburyport Public Library.

Maximin Clement and 
Trace Lustgarten, both NHS 
seniors and Next Generation 
Preservationists, said they 
find preservation important, 
especially living in a his-
toric city and knowing that 

Newburyport had a part in 
building ships used in the 
slave trade.

“I think preservation is 
important globally because 
some of the most important 
things now to look at with 
our own eyes are historic 
buildings and museums, and 
I worry that in 100 years if 
those things are gone we will 
not know who we were or how 
we developed as a society,” 
Clement wrote in an email. 

“I think it is important that 
history isn’t just recorded, 
but also stays there,” Lust-
garten said in a separate 
statement. “Preserving build-
ings lets us have physical 
proof of the past.”

The goal of Peknik, as well 
as others with an interest in 
preserving Garrison’s legacy, 
is to make this an inaugural 
event for the city.

“I think this talk is going to 
be really good and I’m hope-
ful that we can just continue 

this tradition and make it an 
annual Newburyport event,” 
said Jack Santos, a local 
historian who also saw the 
Garrison home as a “missed 
opportunity” for a museum.

The event,  “Lloyd and 
Moses: The Remarkable 
Friendship of William Lloyd 
Garrison and Harriet Tub-
man,” will begin with remarks 
on Garrison’s newspa-
per background by Daily News 
editor Richard K. Lodge, as 
well as a statement on racial 
justice from a Next Generation 
Preservationist intern.

Following Larson’s pre-
sentation, there will be a 
question-and-answer por-
tion moderated by the 
Newburyport Public Library.

To register for the event, go 
to https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_Ns9A-
brf8R02VFbh8ou4ZVw or 
call 978-465-4428, ext. 242. 
The presentation will also be 
recorded for future viewing.

tracks the state budget. 
“Anything is better than 
raising taxes. Tax increases 
are a bad idea, but especially 
under these conditions.”

Baker has made rebuild-
ing the reserve a key part 
of his agenda by holding 
the line on tapping into the 
funds and making regular 
deposits. One of his first 
actions when taking office in 
2014 was to stop a planned 
$140 million drawdown 
approved by his predeces-
sor, Democrat Deval Patrick.

The state’s  reserves 
directly affect its credit rat-
ing, which in turn influences 

how much the state pays in 
interest when it borrows 
money for projects.

In June 2017, S&P Global 
Ratings downgraded the 
state’s rating for the first 
time in 30 years, citing a 
“failure to follow through on 
rebuilding its reserves.”

The Baker administration 
responded by making a siz-
able deposit into the reserve. 
At the time, the fund was 
about $1.2 billion.

Under state law, revenue 
from capital gains taxes on 
investment profits over a 
certain threshold are auto-
matically deposited into the 
account.

Collectively, states began 
the previous budget year 
with a record $75.2 billion 

in rainy day funds, accord-
ing to The Pew Charitable 
Trusts. At least 17 states 
drew on those funds in fiscal 
2020 amid dramatic tax rev-
enue shortfalls and increased 
spending demands.

Most of the withdrawals 
were small in proportion to 
reserve balances, according 
to the National Conference 
of State Legislatures. Some 
states — such as Nevada, 
Alaska and California — 
tapped sizable amounts to 
plug budget holes amid uncer-
tainty over how long the coro-
navirus outbreak might last.

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. 

Salisbury Health Director 
Jack Morris said the num-
bers in his town reflect the 
situation nationwide.

“I think you are going to 
see a lot of communities 

going from gray to green 
and into yellow,” Morris 
said. “Then, a lot of them 
will probably go into red.”

He said greater emphasis 
needs to be placed on stop-
ping spread of the virus by 
the use of masks, social dis-
tancing and handwashing.

“That’s the biggest thing, 
stopping the spread. But 
I wouldn’t be surprised to 
see it continue,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t be shocked if it did. 
But, we will just have to deal 
with it and move forward.”

Comparatively, Newbury 
has had a total of 43 cases 
with 14 reported in the 
14-day period. The town is 
classified as “green” with a 
1.4% positivity rate for the 
last two weeks.

Amesbury is also “green” 
with 251 total cases and 20 
cases counted over 14 days. 
Its positivity rate is 2.21%.

Rowley has had 87 cases 
with 10 counted in the last 
two weeks. The town is 
labeled “gray” — the lowest 
and safest category.

 JERUSALEM — A settle-
ment watchdog group said 
Sunday Israel is moving 
ahead with new construc-
tion of hundreds of homes 
in a strategic east Jerusalem 
settlement that threatens 
to cut off parts of the city 
claimed by Palestinians from 
the West Bank.

The group, Peace Now, 
said the Israel Land Author-
ity announced on its website 
Sunday that it had opened up 
tenders for more than 1,200 
new homes in the key settle-
ment of Givat Hamatos in 
east Jerusalem.

The move may test ties 
with the incoming admin-
istration of President-elect 
Joe Biden, who is expected 
to take a firmer tack against 
Israeli settlement expansion 
after four years of a more 
lenient policy under Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who has 
largely turned a blind eye to 
settlement construction.

With the Trump adminis-
tration in its final weeks in 
office, Israel may be aiming 
to push ahead on contentious 
projects before Biden’s term 
starts, a move that could set 
it on the wrong foot with the 

new president.
The approval of the 1,200 

homes is a further setback to 
dwindling hopes of an inter-
nationally backed partition 
deal that would enable the 
establishment of a Palestin-
ian state alongside Israel.

The Palestinians, along 
with critics of Israel’s settle-
ment policy, say construction 
in the Givat Hamatos settle-
ment would seal off the Pales-
tinian city of Bethlehem and 
the southern West Bank from 
east Jerusalem, further cut-
ting off access for the Pales-
tinians to that part of the city.

“This is a continuation of 
the current Israeli govern-
ment policy in destroying 
the two-state solution,” said 
Nabil Abu Rdeneh, a spokes-
man to Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas.

Sunday’s development 
comes as Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo is set to travel 
to the region this week, 
where he is expected to visit 
an Israeli settlement in the 
West Bank — a stop previous 
U.S. secretaries of state have 
avoided. Palestinian officials, 
who have cut off ties with the 
Trump administration over 
its policies in favor of Israel, 
have denounced Pompeo’s 
planned visit. Palestinian 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Shtayyeh tweeted on Friday 
that this was a “dangerous 
precedent” that legalizes 
settlements.

Brian Reeves, a spokesman 
for Peace Now, said the move 
Sunday allows contractors to 
begin bidding on the tenders, 
a process that will conclude 
just days before Biden’s inau-
guration. Construction could 
then begin within months.

“This is a lethal blow to the 
prospects for peace,” Peace 
Now said in a statement, add-
ing that Israel was “taking 
advantage of the final weeks 
of the Trump administration 
in order to set facts on the 
ground that will be exceed-
ingly hard to undo in order 
to achieve peace.”

The Palestinians seek the 
West Bank, along with the 
Gaza Strip and east Jerusa-
lem — areas Israel captured 
in the 1967 Mideast war — 
for their future state. With 
nearly 500,000 settlers now 
living in the West Bank, and 
over 220,000 more in east 
Jerusalem, the Palestinians 
say the chances of establish-
ing their state are quickly 
dwindling.

Israel views the entire city 
of Jerusalem as its eternal, 
undivided capital.

Israel advances plans in  
east Jerusalem settlement
BY TIA GOLDENBERG

Associated Press
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POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Daily News, 23 Liberty 
Street, Newburyport, MA 01950.

Advertisers should check their ads 
the first day. The Daily News will not be 
responsible for typographical errors, 
but will reprint that part of an advertise-
ment in which a typographical error 
occurs if notified immediately.

The right is reserved to reject, omit 
or edit any copy offered for publication.
MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATION

Telephone: 978-462-6666
Classified Advertising: 800-927-9200

General Contractor

All Phases of Construction

www.dfullercontracting.com
978-304-1666

25 Years Experience

Big Job Experience for Your Little Job

From Small Repairs to Complete Remodels

DONNIE FULLER CONTRACTING LLC


